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The Use of Antibiotics by A Kucers MB BS FRACP ppxi+392 £4 London: William Heinemann Medical 1972 This book can be confidently recommended to all those who have an interest in antibiotic therapy. The methodical way in which the important antibiotics and chemotherapeutic agents are discussed makes it ideal for easy reference and its content is sufficiently detailed for the practising doctor without causing the reader to become bogged down in a mass of unnecessary technical detail. Drugs used solely in the treatment of tuberculosis and leprosy are not included.
The author has purposely avoided putting forward an opinion as to the choice of antibiotics in various clinical situations so that the book remains a manual which describes the properties of antibiotics rather than a treatise on antibiotic therapy. Whilst appreciating the author's reasons for this method of arrangement, we believe that future editions, which will surely be required, might benefit by the inclusion of a short section tabulating the various common infections encountered in clinical practice and summarizing the acknowledged antibiotics for use in each instance.
Dr Kucers deserves great credit for this useful book which fully merits a successful future. The price, although rather high for the medical student's pocket, provides value for money for qualified practitioners. There is a large list of over 700 references and this perhaps is the authors' most useful contribution. This book is essentially a review of the literature and does not really make any important original contribution. The text reads in a rather fragmentary way. The authors point out that many problems of ABO hkmolytic disease of the newborn are unsolved: these include the frequent lack of a positive direct antiglobulin test with the red cells of an affected newborn, the specificity of crossreacting antibody, the structure and configuration of the combining site of pathogenic anti-A and anti-B and of the A and B antigens, and the spatial relationship of these antigens to the other components of the cell membrane. Dr Schucknecht describes his book in the foreword as a guide to the serious trainee surgeon and as a reference manual for the discerning otologist.
Although most aspects of otosclerosis and its treatment by stapedectomy are covered there is no attempt to present the problem and its surgical solution as a unified and logical exercise. The sections on histopathology and the detailed description of the author's surgical technique are the best features. Not all experienced surgeons would agree with his indications for surgery, and the sections on complications and results are disappointing.
Dr Schuknecht has performed 6200 stapedectomy operations. Few surgeons have had this wealth of experience and it seems probable that none will acquire it in the future. Such experience justifies a larger and more comprehensive volume than the present one, which is unlikely to become the definitive document it could have been.
R F MCNAB JONES
Viruses of Vertebrates by Sir Christopher Andrewes MD FRCP FRS and H G Pereira MD 3rded ppxi+451 £6 London: Bail/iere Tindall 1972 The preceding editions of this book have proved invaluable to virologists since, for the first time, it has provided them with an authoritative test equivalent to Bergey's 'Manual of Determinative Bacteriology'. The continuing rapid progress being made in the characterization of viruses is the reason for the appearance of a 3rd edition. This new edition, like its predecessors, is essentially a series of accounts of the fundamental properties of the known animal viruses. Important
